DISTRICT 227
KARNATAKA & GOA

Humorous Speech Contest
Contest Master Script
Hello everyone!

I am <Contest Master Name>, your Contest Master for the Humorous Speech Contest of (mention the Club/Area/Division), District 227, for the Program Year 2026-2027.

The purpose of the Humorous Speech Contest is:
1. To provide an opportunity for speakers to improve their speaking abilities.
2. To recognize the value of humor in speaking and to recognize exceptional speakers.

For Club level contests

The first-place winner of today's contest will advance to the Area		(Area name) contest which is scheduled on	 (mention the date of the Area level contest if known. If not, you can mention, "date for which will be announced soon").

For Area level contests
The first-place winner of today's contest will advance to the Division		(Division name) contest, which is scheduled on	(mention the date of the Division level contest if known. If not, you can mention, "date for which will be announced soon").

For Division level contests
The first-place winner of today's contest will advance to the District 227 Humorous Speech contest, scheduled on _________

We will conduct this contest completely in line with the rules mentioned in the latest Speech Contest Rulebook published by Toastmasters International.

I will now read out the rules of the Humorous Speech Contest in brief:

· To be eligible to participate, a contestant must,
· Be a Toastmaster in good standing of a club in good standing, 
· Not presently be an International, District, or Area officer, nor have declared the intent to run for such offices 
· It has been confirmed that all contestants are eligible.
· Contestants must create their own speeches and the speeches must be substantially original. Twenty-five percent or less of the speech may be devoted to quoting, paraphrasing, or referencing another person’s content. Any quoted, paraphrased, or referenced content must be so identified during the speech presentation.
· Contestants must not refer to another contestant or to a speech presented by another contestant in this contest.
· All contestants will speak from the same speaking area designated by the Contest Chair during the briefing.
· Speech timing is five (5) to seven (7) minutes. Contestants who speak for less than four (4) minutes and thirty (30) seconds, or more than seven (7) minutes and thirty (30) seconds, will be disqualified.
· Timing will begin with the contestant’s first definite verbal or nonverbal communication with the audience. This usually is the first word uttered by the contestant, but would include any other communication such as sound effects, a staged act by another person, etc.
· The judges, contestants, functionaries, and Sergeant-at-Arms have been fully briefed on the rules. The contestants have been informed where the Timers are placed.
· Timer 1 is ___________, Timer 2 is _______________
· Timer, please demonstrate the timing device:
· The green light will be turned on at five (05) minutes and remain on for one minute.
· The yellow light will be turned on at six (06) minutes and will remain on for one (01) minute.
· The red light will be turned on at seven (07) minutes and remain on until the speech is concluded.
· No indication will be given after the overtime period.
· In the event of technical failure of the timing device, a speaker is allowed an extra thirty (30) seconds overtime before being disqualified.
(Use these lines ONLY if there is any visually impaired contestant and not otherwise):
In this contest, we have a special requirement from a contestant. The contestant has requested the use of a ________.
· I request the Timer to demonstrate the timing as I call it out: 
At five (05) minutes, the green signal will be shown.
At six (06) minutes, the yellow signal will be shown. 
At seven (07) minutes, the red signal will be shown. 
· Judges are instructed not to consider time in their ranking of the contestants.
· There will be one (01) minute of silence after each contestant, for judges to mark their ballots.
· There will be two (02) minutes of silence after the last contestant for the judges to mark their ballots and tally their scores.
· Protests are limited to eligibility, originality and reference to another contestant’s speech in today’s contest and must only be lodged by Voting Judges or contestants.
· A Protest, if any, can be lodged with the Chief Judge and/or with the Contest Chair, before the adjournment of the contest.

The Contest Chair for today’s contest is (mention name).

The Chief Judge for today’s contest is (mention name).

I will meet the contestant at the center of the stage and hand over the stage to the contestant. I request the contestant to please acknowledge the same with “Thank You, Contest Master” 

I will then introduce each contestant in the following manner: 
Contestant number, Contestant name, Speech Title, Speech Title, Contestant name.

We have (mention the number of contestants) contestants in today's contest. The speaking order was randomly determined during the contestants' briefing by the Contest Chair. The order is as follows:
Contestant No. 1 : (mention full name) 
Contestant No. 2 : (mention full name) 
Contestant No. 3 : (mention full name) and so on...

I confirm that all contestants are present in the room.

The judges, contest officials and contestants have all been briefed, and we are now ready to begin the contest.

Here are a few reminders before we begin:
· No one will be allowed to enter or leave the room when a contestant is speaking.
· If you have to enter or leave the room, please do so during the one-minute intervals, or after the contest.
· There shall be no flash photography or videography during the contest.
· (If any contestant has requested a video recording, please mention the same. If not, declare that no contestant has requested a video recording)
· Mention names of those who are recording: (not contestant names, person who is recording) 
· Kindly ensure all electronic noise-producing devices such as mobile phones and tablets are switched off or turned to silent mode. (Give 5 seconds to do this)

Contestants, are you ready?

Timers, Tally Counters, SAA: are you ready? Audience, are you ready?

Chief Judge, shall we begin the contest? (wait for confirmation)

Ladies and gentlemen, let us begin the Humorous Speech Contest of (mention the Club/Area/Division), District 227, for the Program Year 2026-2027.

Contestants who wish to use the breakout room may leave the room now.

To maintain uniformity for all contestants, we will maintain one (1) minute of silence before I call the first contestant. 
Sergeant-At-Arms, please prepare the first contestant. 
Timer, let me know once one (1) minute is up.

Announce the contestant's number & name. Wait for the contestant to come on stage. Shake hands with the contestant at the center of the stage. Go back to the lectern. Wait for the Contestant to acknowledge with “Thank you, contest master” 

Chief Judge and Timers, can you please confirm that the contestant is audible?
(WAIT FOR CONFIRMATION)

Contestant No. 1: (Mention the name of the contestant)
(read out the speech title)
(repeat speech title)
(repeat contestant’s name)

(After the contestant concludes)
We will maintain one (01) minute of silence for the judges to mark their ballots.
Timer, please show the red signal when one (01) minute is up. 

(REPEAT THIS FOR ALL CONTESTANTS IN THE SPEAKING ORDER)

(After the last contestant concludes)
We will now maintain two (02) minutes of silence for the judges to mark the ballots and submit them to the Tally Counters.
Timer, please show the red signal when two (02) minutes are up.

(After two (02) minutes)
I request the Chief Judge and the Tally Counters to be escorted to the counting/breakout room (After the Chief Judge and Counter move to the counting room)

It is now time to recognize the contestants. (Call the contestants in the speaking order and hand over the participation certificates. You may conduct an interview with the contestants if time permits.)
Let’s give a thundering round of applause for all our contestants! (If possible, take a group photograph with the contestants)
Thank you, everyone!

(Once the Chief Judge is back from the counting/breakout room)
Ladies and gentlemen, this brings us to the end of the Humorous Speech Contest of (mention the Club/Area/Division), District 227, for the Program Year 2026-2027. It’s been an absolute pleasure hosting this contest, and I am eagerly awaiting the results!  But we'll have to wait! :)

Thank you for being such a wonderful audience. 
I now hand over control to the Contest Chair to adjourn the contest.
